BROWSER RECOMMENATION

We recommend using Mozilla Firefox as a browser and setting Arial Unicode MS for the font
in the browser preferenceslf you do not have it already on your computer, Firefox is available

as freeware on the Internet at http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/.

Arial Unicode MS fully supports the subset of Unicode used by Iranica. It is available on current
releases of both MS Windows and Mac OSX. This wide distribution makes it a suitable default
font for any browser. This is a sans-serif font with a clean, simple typeface and is especially good
for viewing text heavy with diacritics, such as those at Iranica. Viewers who prefer a more
aesthetic presentation, more resembling a printed page, can download and install, for example,
the SIL International fonts, Doulos SIL (attractive as a Times New Roman look-alike) and Charis
SIL, which are current with Unicode 5.0. and are open-license fonts.

SEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS

Our site is undergoing upgrades and this includes revisions to our search engine. Until full
implementation, search functions are not fully optimized and we recommend searching under
both the keywords you are interested in -which pick up relevant words from the first paragraph of
each article (its abstract)- as well as under alphabetical search.

The alphabetical search is particularly recommended when looking for articles that involve very
frequently used terms such as “Iran.”

IRANICA ARTICLES NOW DISPLAY IN UNICODE

In keeping with Iranica’s ambition to be as easily accessible as possible to the widest
community of users, all article texts have been converted to the Unicode standard for text
encoding. Installation of a proprietary font is no longer required to view and print an
article. The user can allow the browser to produce a default display, or can set the font
preference to a desired font such as Times New Roman.

ONGOING WORK
We appreciate our users’ patience as we proceed to resolve some typographical errors
that occurred during the programmatic conversion.

For articles in the range AB- through DARA-, any plates, figures, and tables that
accompany an article are not immediately accessible. These will be restored, in
alphabetical order.

CHARACTER SUBSTITUTION

Many less commonly occurring combinations of letter plus diacritic are not defined in
Unicode as single code points. In Iranica, these are most likely to be seen in entries on
linguistic topics, and in any entry that cites the Avestan language. Iranica chose not to
use Unicode’s Combining Diacritical Marks, because the on-screen resolution of a series
of two or three code points for one complex character is not predictable, depending on the
user’s operating system and browser. Instead, either two characters or similar-looking



single characters were used, thus ensuring the stability of the text that is presented,
regardless of the user environment.

The character substitution table below lists all resulting differences between the print
edition of Iranica and the online version.
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in the print edition and online
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